NORTH CAROLINA IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
EDGECOMBE COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER OF OPERATIONS
SPECIAL COVID-19 PROCEDU RES-JURY TRIALS

NOW COMES the undersigned Senior Resident Superior Court Judge for Judicial
District 7C, Edgecombe County and enters this Administrative Order to establish
special procedures for the conduct of jury trials in Edgecombe County during the

Covid-19 pandemic pursuant to emergency directive 22 of the North Carolina

Chief Justice of North Carolina.

WHEREAS, conditions during the current pandemic necessitate special protective
procedures be established for resumption of jury trials in Superior Court, and as
required by the Emergency Difective 22 pertaining to COVID-19 and Orders of the
Chief Justice of the North Carolina Supreme Court pursuant to the Emergency
Directive, the Undersigned have consulted with all stakeholders in Edgecombe
County prepare this plan. The first Jury session will be the week of November 9,
2020, however this plan shall control for all subsequent dates of jury sessions,

unless otherwise modified.

A. Confirmation: |, as Senior Resident Judge, to the best of my knowledge
affirms that the facilities and alternate facility named herein are in, to the best of

our ability as in compliance with the Chief Justices’ emergency order.



B. The office jury summons now in use by Edgecombe County Sheriff offices
shall be used with limited postponement or excuse request listed. Telephone
numbers are listed for contact or referral to C.S.C. All excuse request received to
be taken care of by the District Judge cutoff date to forwarded to the Senior |
Resident Judge by the C.S.C. and/or sheriff to answer those request prior to the

Monday court session date.
C. Juror Summons and Deferral
1, The Clerk of Superior Ccurt shall summon 30 jurors to call in cn
Sunday, November 8, 2020, after 5:00 p.m. to determine if they are
to report at 9:30 a.m. on Monday, November 9, 2020. The Clerk of
Superior Court shall summon 30 jurors to call in on Monday,
November 9, 2020, to determine if they are to report at 9:30 p.m.

Tuesday, November 10, 2020.

2 A letter to the jury from the Senior Resident Superior Court Judge
shall be included in each jury summons, advising them of the
precautions that are beil'ng taken to pfovide for their health and
and safety during.jury service.

B The jury deferral prbcess will be handled by the D.istrict Court

Judges as usual, however more flexibility will be given to those



heightened risk of contracting COVID-19 and other persons

identified by the CDC guidelines.

D.  Jury Assembly and Orientation

1

The Superior Courtroom and the District Courtroom shall be utilized
for the initial assembly of jurors. In the event of overflow, the Grand
Jury room shall be used. A laptop and/or large television monitor

shall be set up on the District Courtroom, and using the Webex

remote application shall project all proceedings of the Judge from the
Superior C_ourtroom.

The jurors shall report to the main entrance of the Superior
Courtroom and shall move directly into the seats designated under
social distancing guidelines. Once the Superior Courtroom is full

the Bailiff shall direct the remaining jurors to the District Cou rtroom
in the same manner if available, if not to designated seating in
administration building auditorium with monitors.

The Judge will take jury excuses in the Superior Courtroom:

The jury orientation video will be shown if time allows.

The jury box will be the rows on the jury box side of the side of the

Superior Courtroom at designated seats to allow for sccial distancing

or in audience section, right side of courtroom. D.A. and defense



tables will be adjusted as needed.

D.1. Jury Selection

D.2. Trial

P

Once the Jury members are selected, the State és_h.all call the

first jury trial, a‘n-c.i. tﬁe ju-ry- voir dire p‘r§CeSS Wl” begm

The live WebEx feed will be mé}ntaiined' in the Dlstrict Courtroom
and auditorium a[_I__.c_JWIng.t-h_e jQro_rs to hear i'f"théeir_ narééne_.is called.
a bailiff will escort the juror to the Superior C-oéjrtro'of‘_m i

¥

available at that time a'nd'date-.

Once twelve jurors and any alternate jurors have beeh selected,

they will be affirmed. The remaining jurors wilfl%be ins?tructed to call
back at a designated time or dismissed as apprépriaté-.
In the event all of the._.morning'ju rors are utiliz‘e@ and_“-fa full panel

not selected, jury selection shall halt and re-sumée at 2pm ifa jury

is selected, the message for the 2 p.m. jurors sh@a Il be to call back at a.

later day and time orreleased as appropriate.

Counsel tables will be arranged so that the jury ca n sé;‘e and hear the

witrniess,

i

Plexiglass will be installed on all three sides of t'f:1e w_itiness stand. All



witnesses will remove their face coverings Wh'ilée-tes_téfying;

Each witness will be afﬁrrﬁed_,. and the Wi‘tness_"écable Wl” be sanitized
after each use. |

Counsel shall rerﬁ'éin at.-t.:_.ou.ns;el table when q’ueéstioniing-witnesses
but otherwise move through the c.'o'urt'_room' to éintrocfu_ce evidence.
.Sho'uld ther’é beary iss:;.J:ewrequ_.iring'dichssion.cé)uts_i(;l{jé the pr'e.se.nfej
of the jury, the jury will proceed to the jury de.i.{beratifon room that is
marked according to social distance standard to accog’nmodate:[;z
Jury members only. |

Face coverings for personal health protection sléﬁa!l bé worn at alt
times by all persons in the courtroom, but mayébe Iouévered'for the
purpose of witness identification. Alf with esses shall not have any
face covering when testifying. |

Exhibits wili be handled by as few persons as posable The parties
are encouraged to Prenvark all Exhibits, and to prov:de any witness
with their own copy while having them ideritify the oéigi-nai'-’through
the plexiglass. | |

Exhibits shall be publisived to the jury by displ_ay‘é on cou rttoom

screens. No exhibits shall be passed to jurors w:thout the prior



D.3.

10.

11.

12,

1

approval of the Court, otherwise pass out g[oveés. and the exhibit.
The Court Reporter shall be permitted to setup ata %é:_ac'a-.ti'on where
the faces of both the witness and.counsel are capable of being - |
observed. . .

Additional procedures such as restroom pro’.toc__cé;l, and other logistical
matters.shall be addressed during the trial 'aZS'ciércu_m.séta_.ncesfdictate.
Jury deliberation shall be in the Superior Co:urtr?o:om‘,_ whlch has been
marked for social distancing for all jurors. | |

Other plexiglass bar_rie_r-s are to be installed perér'ne'eti%ngwithﬁ

maintenance.

General Considerations {See June 4, 2020 cond uc_tifngju ryﬁtr;ia'ls during

Pandemic Federal Courts on file in Judges Chambers)

All court surfaces and assembly areas shall be sanlt|zed every day
before court surfaces and assembly areas sh'all_léae s--aréitiz:e‘d every
day before court opens and again during the Iunchbreak Hand
sanitizer and tissues shall be proved to'jurots, the pa'rgti'es__, and others
present in the courtroom. Microphones shall be _c_leaéiedi_b'etwe,en
each user.

No persons shall be allowed into t’he'Courthousée if thjfey are not



F.1.

hea I.'th'y or are symptomatic.

3. All persons’ temperature to be taken and m_a's?k m a-dée available if
without at door.’
4. -'Emergency Directive Number 21 shall _b.e.;:_.strjcéltly énfor-ce'd.'_' Ma:sk

will be worn.

All persons entering courthouse are required to have ;tempé-ra'tu re reading

and mask, Hand sanitizers are throughout the courthb‘us:e‘. afnd county

officials have been notified of the need for mask and CSC cérderin_g_‘from
AQOC warehouse.

Only persons with business before the coui rt‘.‘_mav'enteér the cou rthouse.,
Plairitiffs, defendants, subpoenaed individuals, s’tat’e-\:\}i‘tnesées..All othérs at
the discretion 'of'-th_e--_b-a_-iliff.

COVID-19 Judicial task force report date‘d June 4, 2020 i_ncoéporated- by
reference and :i_s on file -m. the Sen_io_r Resident C-hamb.eérs for%reference.
District Court trials to be conducted by same pro_ceduré-'es uniess chief

Judge submits separate plan.



Upon a juror, defendant, attorney, witness, judge or o;"th_er cfour-’ch_ou-se-

personnel should become symptomatic; test positi‘véa of CE_OVID—19 or has

been exposed to someone tes’fi’ng positive during a tfi;l, upon obtaining this
i‘nfbrm'ation.,_.the trial judge shall stop the procee'dlng_'sé Con"éinu_'e the case if
a’jury has not been impé‘heled,’ghdwever if"impan'e!_ed-édeclaré‘e:a' mist"fia_l
in-the judges’ discretion or upon motion if app_ropriateé:;

Thereafter notify all parties to quarantine for 14 _days,éhave a COVID-13 test
done immediately and close all courthouse -fa'ciliii'esa'éd o_ffigte:s until a
thorough deep cleaning can be performed by maintengance. Notify the
COVID-19 coordinator for this county and proceed to fotlow{COVl D-19

field guidelines dated.Ju_!y 7, 2020, COVID-19 judicial task force report dated
June 4, 2020 and Center for Disease Control, 2019, infé:r-matii_on for office
_bu'il'd_ings, all of which clm'-file in 'the_Judges" chambers. Also fo}low prchdgres
and po_liciesf_._'as- set by Edgecombpe County Heg’lth Departmeﬁt, whi;h
recommends following the guidelines referred to a bO\éf_e a‘nd?th en notify of

ah active case within a county building.



This Administrative Order of Operations may be m.o_dhé_ied by the Senior
Resident Judge -Qr trial judge frqm,_time to time -'t_'o ens_éjrle the health,
Welfare and safety of all partic-_.ip_a'ht's- in the functio mng of tfiigis,_'the_
Edgecombe County Cc‘rug‘t;hol]s.e;, '

Respectively su bmitted

Rz

Walter H. Godwin, Jr.

Senior Resident Su perior Court Ju dge



